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Continuing Acts… 
An Unlikely Encounter 

Acts 8:26-40 
 
The Church in Unity and Diversity! 
 

Amazing, isn’t it, that the first thing that happens at the birth of the church is 
many diverse peoples become unified and one through the Spirit!. 
      Scott MacKnight 
 
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing 
before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches 
in their hands.                Revelation 7:9 
  

The Ongoing Centrality of the Holy Spirit 
in the Mission of the Church 

 
How can we become open to Spirit-led encounters and conversations with 
others? 
 

Who is this eunuch from the courts of Ethiopia? 
 
His power and influence, and his “status inconsistency”. 
 

The eunuch encounters Jesus in Isaiah 53! 
A powerful, intensely personal, tender encounter. 

 
32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: 
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before its shearer 
is silent, so, he did not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his 
descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.”  

Acts 8:32-33 
 
Jesus speaks to all that’s deep in the eunuch’s heart: the shame of the one 
who is not a true man, the alienation and loneliness of an outsider, the pain 
of a man who can create no family of his own. 

 
Belief leads to Baptism! 
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