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Psalms:The Soul’s Playlist 
Where is the Justice? 

Psalm 73 
 

A psalm of Asaph. 
Surely God is good to Israel, 
to those who are pure in heart.   Psalm 73:1 

 
How do we know God is good? 

 
The Psalmist is not personally experiencing that God is good.  
Life is hard and he is astounded that all around him the wicked 
prosper. 
 
The injustice flies in the face that God is good. 
 
The Psalms take us into our inner struggles, inside human life.   
 
“We will never understand the first thing about who we are and what 
we are doing if we know ourselves only from the outside.” 

Eugene Peterson  

 
The Psalms give us permission to challenge God even get mad 
at Him.   

 
Asaph’s perception and observation about the 
wicked 

 
They have no struggles; they are not plagued by human ills; they clothe 
themselves with violence; their evil imaginations have no limits; They scoff, 
“How would God know?  Does the Most High know anything?”; they go on 
amassing wealth.     Psalm 73:4-12 

 
In comparison the Asaph says 
 

Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure and have washed my hands in 
innocence.14 All day long I have been afflicted, and every morning brings new 
punishments.      Psalm 73:13-14 

Life is hard! He starts to think, what’s the point? He starts to 
envy the arrogant, when he sees the prosperity of the wicked.  
 
But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; I had nearly lost my foothold. 

Psalm 73:2 
 

He has a crisis of belief: “Is following God even worth it?” 
 

Can you relate?  This Psalm was written 3,000 years ago and 
yet it could have been written yesterday. 

 
Reliable statistics at our fingertips.  
 
The richest 1% of adults own about 43-45% of the world wealth. 
Is there something wrong with that balance? 
 
700 million, people around the world earn around $2 per day. 
2.3 billion people experience moderate or severe food 
insecurity. 50 million people are living in modern day slavery, 
mostly through human trafficking, and forced marriages.  
  
This is not about people or companies making profit. Profit is not 
a dirty word. It is about making profit on the backs of others, and 
sometimes in our consumer culture, that line is very confusing.  
It’s about the abuse of power to the vulnerable. 
   
Wealth is a tool to help others flourish, not to hoard for 
ourselves and certainly not to be amassed on the misfortunes of 
others.  
   
When I tried to understand all this it troubled me deeply till I entered the 
sanctuary of God; then I understood their final destiny.  

Psalm 73:16-17 
 

Is the sanctuary a place, or is it the experience of  
God’s presence? It is both. 

 
Who is the God we meet in the sanctuary? 

Throughout Scripture, Yahweh continually reveals Himself 
through His mighty acts in history. He is not part of creation— 



He is its Creator. 
 
He identifies Himself as: “The God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob.” 
 
To Moses He says, “I AM.” 
 
Before giving the Ten Commandments, He first reminds Israel 
of His story: 
 
“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of 
the land of slavery.” 
 

Again and again throughout Scripture,  
God says in different ways, “I am the God who rescued you.” 

 
In other words, God says, “Look at My story. See what I have 

done. That is how you will know who I am.” 
 
By communing with Yahweh the psalmist realizes that he was 
ignorant to be jealous of the wicked, to be self-absorbed with 
comparing his situation with the prosperous wicked. It is in the 
sanctuary he experiences the eternal perspective. This life is not 
the end of the story. Justice will reign, but this is Yahweh’s 
domain not ours to put all things right. 
 
What is more important is he really experiences that God is with 
him, “you hold me with your right hand”, you guide me with your 
counsel and after you will take me into glory. Whom have I IN 
HEAVEN BUT YOU? God is the strength of my heart and my 
portion forever.  For me it is good to be near God. I have made 
the sovereign Lord my refuge: I will tell of all your deeds (your 
story). 
 
It is in the sanctuary that you commune.  It is conversation, a 
back and forth of releasing your troubles and concerns and then 
listening and experiencing to the only one who can provide 
peace.   
 

“The problem we have with Christianity today is we live from the 
outside in instead of the inside out!”  Eugene Peterson 
 

We have so much head knowledge. Do you stand outside the 
sanctuary peering in, but not actually entering? 
    
In the sanctuary the inside is transformed and we then we live it 
out and discover a new perspective a new lens from which to 
see life and we learn to live in the upside down world of God.  
Things are not as they seem. The Psalmist comes out of the 
sanctuary with mission.  To tell of the goodness of God.  There 
is a better way to live, to bless others. 
 
 

 
 
 

 


